Bt

Contentys

Editors

Sally Bliumis-Dunn
Vivian Faith Prescott
Jeffrey A. Lockwood
Molly Golubcow
Joseph Nigg

Didi Gibbs

David Polochanin
Patricia O’Brien
Gemma Mathewson
Gene Twaronite
Arlene L. Mandell
Todd Davis

Susan McElheran
Duc Ta

SB Sowbel

Nancy Stohlman
Henry Hughes

Beth Winegarner
Susan Terris
Elizabeth M. Kudlacz
Laura Rodley

Sauci Churchill
Patricia Monaghan
Moira Magneson
Beth Paulson

Rick Kempa

vi

INTRODUCTION ... 1
Kayaking with Alligators....................c 5
Devilfish ... 6
Defiance: A Tale of Absurdity and Sanity........... 10
SQUIrTEl AVENGETS ... 12
City Park ... 15
Meditating at 6:00 A.M. with Toad .................. 16
Surprise Landing ..o 18
Purposefulness.............ccocoooiiiiiii,
Zipporah of Worms ...........ccccoccooiiiiiici

A Garden for Javelina...

Brief Encounter ..o
Late Spring Sun ... 27
A Gift from the Bottom of a Deep Well .............. 28
A Jackrabbit in the Prison Yard....................... 31
Beyond Human DisScourse .............cccccccoveeeenen. 33
Bats: ALove Story............ 34
Young POSSUM ........oooiiiiiiiiiiiicceece 36
Mother OpoSSUM ......cooiiiiiiic e 37
Hymenoptera..................... 38
The Creek ... 39
Beyond the Language of Animals....................... 40
Watching for Deer...........ccococioiiiiiiii 43
YOUNG DEET ... 44
APPAritioN ..o 46

Patti Tana
Carolyn Evans Campbell
CB Follett

Tarn Wilson

Laura Rodley

CR Bolinski

Karen Loeb

Gina Valdés

Erin Fanning

Alan Cohen

Barry Hill

Nancy Brewka-Clark
Lora Teskey
Melissa Guillet
Wally Swist

E. K. Mortenson
Daniel Williams
Sharon Suzuki-Martinez
Paul Belz

Karen Ethelsdattar
Karen Ethelsdattar
Suzanne Freeman
Sauci Churchill

CB Follett

Daniel O’Connell

Bending to Morning ... 51
Monarchy ... 52
“Do Not Disturb Spider and Web Blocking

the Entrance. Thank You.” ... 54
DEAr OWIl ..o 56
Released Back into the Wind ... 59
Next Meal ... 61
In the Back Yard Crows Gather........................... 64
The BIue Crow.........oocoooiiiiiiiiieee 66
RoadKill ..o

A Matter of Principle..... .
The ViSItor. ..o
HIghtailing 1t ..........coocoovoivoeeeeeee e 74
The Dragonfly Pond...........c.ocociiiiiii 76
Empty Pond ... 78
The GEESE .....oooviioeee e 80
Heartbroken ... 81
Voiceless Words..........cocoovviiiiiiiiiieiee 82
Cormorant ... 84
After the Oil Spill ... 85
A Companion in the Emergency Room............... 86
Dear Little Ant ... 87
Jiminy’s Children..............ocooii 88
Somehow the End of Childhood........................ 89
Dung Beetle ...

The Grand Scheme of Things ...
CONTRIBUTOR NOTES ...




